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I MOST VICIOUS MOSQUIROS EVER KNOWN. 

THE NEXT DAY, DRIV1NG \JP TOWARDS CALGARY, \'IE COULD HAVE BEEN IN KANSAS. 

NOTHING BUT COUN TRY AND GRAIN F1tLDS . AFT ER SHOPP ! NG IN 
CALGARY FOR OUR GRO CER IES , WE ONC E MORE HEADED NORTH. WE WE RE IM
PRESS ED BY THE COLORFUL HOME S AND FARMS 2 WITH THEIR BRIGHT TWO-TONE 
PAIN T JOBS , ANO MANY COLORED ROOF. ;1 SOON WE ENTER ED 8ANFF ANO 
THEN THE AMAZING L l TTL E TOWN OF 8ANFF. HERE WE GOT OUR FI !'< S T 

GL ! fJIPSES OF THE ROYAL MOUNTIES ANO - THEIR CADETS, MANY OF WHOM. WORE 

THE COL ORFUL RED COATS 'AND T HE PLA'iO TAM S ANO KILTS, NEXT WE DROVE 
ON ro J OHNSTON CAN YON WE WERE AL L TO AS8EMeL E FOR TH E 
NE XT PART OF TH E S TIL L S HY ONE AUTO GOT LOST S OMEWH ERE ) 
WE HEAD ED FOR THE S uNWAP f A PASS AR t K WH ERE PLANNED TO OUR 
CLI MB I NG SC HEDUL E.- THIS S TRETCH OF HIG HW AY I S ON E OF THE MO S T SCE NIC 
EVE R IM AG IN ED, HUGE PEARS 6N BOTH SIDES OF THE 
GL ACIE RS F I LLI NG HIGH ER VA (LEYS, AND FAL LS HUNDREDS 
OF FEE T DOWN THE< CLI FF S IN EV ERY DI RE CTI ON. AN OCC AS IONAL -BEA R OR 
DEER BY THE S IDE OF TH E HIGHWAY ADDED TO TH E I NTER ES T. 

AFTER A NiGHT AT ATHABAS CA cA MPGRo uNo, s ix o f' us; D1 cK, GARY, ANNETTE, 
0A LE1 BEN AND J, START ED AT 4 A.M. HEAV Y 
PA CKS ro S PENO THR EE DAYS TWP ON THE I CE FI ELD AND SE E WHAT 
WE COUL D CL .I MB.a WE ATT EMP TED WHAT LOCKE D LI KE A FE:AS ABLE ROU'tE- THRO UGH 
THE IC E FA LL AND S OON BEC AME I NV OLVE D IN AN UNFORGETABLE MAZE OF HUG E 
CREV ASS ES , S NOW BR I DGES ANO LARGE BLOC KS OF BLUE ICE. P0r ON 
CRAM PONS AND WE RE AL LY ENJO YE D THE EX C l T I NG TWO HOU RS ! T TO OK TO f iN O 
OUR WAY our . THE UPPE R SNOWFIELD , , AL THOUGH S MO OTH 'AND FAIR LY L EVEL;, 

STR ETCHED ON FOR AND FI NALLY S TOPPE D TO MAKE CAMP AT THE BASE 
OF CASTLEGUARD PEAK, FAR SHOR T OF DUR EXPECTED (Mr. 
WE HAD WANDERED FAR OF F COURSE WITHOUT REA L rZINB IT. THAT A 
S TORM CAME UP AND DE POSI TEQS IX I NCHES OF HE AVY S NOW ON DU R THREE 
LI TTLE TENTS 1 ALMOST CRUS Ht _NQ THEM IN ON US , THE NEXT MORN I NG REA LlZ
!NG TH AT Mr . COLUMBIA WAS i oo FAR AND TOO BIG FO R us TO TACKLE FRO M OUR 
PR ES EN T TO ( ASTLEBUAR O PEA K WHI CH WE HA D 
STU DIED TH E EVENING BEFORE. TH E WEATHE R WAS STILL CLOU DY WI TH S NOW . 
FLURRIES , BUT WE FO UN D A GODO RO UTE - UP THE PEAK AND HAD MUC H GOOD 
PRA CT IC E WITH THE ROPE AND IC E ON THE F I RM S NOW R ! DB£ S, TH E VIEW 
THROUGH BRE AKS IN THE CLOUDS WAS VERY IMPR ES S I VE I N ALL DIR ECTiO NSo 

AFTER SOME NICE GLISSAOING; A LOT OF TRUOG.ING AND A LITTLE SEAT SLID
ING, WE WERE BACK AT OUR TENTS. WE THEN PACKED UP ALL OUR GEAR AND 
HIKED F I VE MILES TO THE HEAD OF THE ICE FALL WHERE WE PITCHED CAMP FOR 
OUR SE COND NIGHT. THE OCCAS I ONAL ROAR Of A SECTION OF I CE FALL I NG 
FROM A HANG I NG Gt:AC I ER MADE ERIE SOUNDS l N THE NI GHT. THE NEXT, MORN-

. ING 1 S TRIP DOWN AROUND THE I CE FALL MADE MORE EXC IT ING DUE TO THE 
FACT THAT A LOT OF CREVASSES HAD BEEN COVERED UP BY THE NEW DR I FTING 
SNOW Of TWO NIGHTS BEFORE. WE BROKE THROUGH OCCASIONALL Y, BU T NO ONE 
HAD THE THR I LL OF DROPPING ALL THE WAY I NTO ONE. AFTER S TOP P ING AT 
THE GL ACI OLOGISTS 1 CAMP ON THE LOWER GLA CIER 1 WH ERE WE ENJOYED HOSP!-



TALI TY AND TEA AND COFFEE, DICK, BEN AND I DROPPED OUR HEAVY PACKS 
AND LEFT THE GROUP TO TRY MOUNT ATHABASCO. WE WERE TIRED AND THE 
WAY UP SEEMED LONG AND TOUGH. THE NEW SNOW ON ALL THE TALUS SLOPES 
AND ROCKS ADDED TO OUR TROUBLES AND SLOWED US DOWN CONSIDERABLY. As 
WE STAGGERED UP TO WHAT WE THOUGHT WAS THE SUMMIT, WE SUDDENLY GLIMP
SED THE TRUE SUMMJT ABOUT ONE QUARTER MILE AWAY, AND HUNDREDS OF FEET 
HIGHER. A KNIFE EDGED RIDGE OF DEEP SOFT SNOW WENT THE WHOLE DISTANCE 
AND WE REALLY HAD TO TALK TO OURSELVES TO PUSH ON TO THE TOP. TH.E TRIP 
BACK DOWN WENT MUCH FASTER, ESPECIALLY ONE GLISSADE OF MINE THAT TURNED 
INTO A SNOW SLIDE AND CARRIED ME SEVERAL HUNDRED fEET DOWN A LARGE COU
LOUR. ARRIVING BACK AT OUR PACKS, WE SOON HITCHED A VERY WELCOME RIDE 
DOWN THE !CE FIELD ON A SNOWMOBILE; WHICH WAS GOING OUR WAY. THE NEXT 
MORNING THE ENTIRE GROUP LEFT FOR JASPER CAMPGROUND. HERE WE ENJOYED 
ALL THE COMFORTS, WITH SHELTERS AND STOVES AND HOT SHOWERS IN THE BATH
HOUSES, A WONDERFUL SWIM IN THE LOVELY SW.IMMtNG POOL NEARBY WAS A 
HIGHLIGHT OF THE TRIP. THAT EVENING MOST OF THE GROUP DROVE UP TO 
PY~AMID LAKE FOR AN OUTDOOR PICNIC. THIS WAS T-0 BE A._.PICNIC THAT MOST 
OF US WILL NEVER FORGET. THE SETTING WAS SUPERB, THE FOOD GOOD AND 
THE GRAPEJUICE (?) INVIGORATING. NEXT DAY, AFTER SAYING FAREWELL TO 
DICK AND VIRG I NIAWHO HAD TO LEAVE FQ~ HOME, THE REST OF US HARDY SOULS 
PACKED OUR BACK PACKS AND HIKED UP TO A BEAUTIFUL MOtll'l!A IN LAKE BETWEEN 
Mr. EDITH CAVELL AND THRONE MOUNTAIN: W&...W~ fo S:f\4'Yi;;HERE TWO DAYS 
AND TWO NIGHTS. IT WAS A PERFECT CAMP SPOT WITH SiVERA~ MOSQUITOES, 

THE FIRST DAY ANNETTE, GARY, DAU, ALEXIS AND I CLIMBED l:HE WEST RIDGE 
ROUTE TO THE SUMMIT OF MT. EDITH CAVELLE. THE VIEW WAS lfNSURPASSABLE 
AND THE CLIMB, THOUGH NOT EXCITING, WAS Vl!:RY ENJOYABLE. "f".tt£ SAME DAY 
MONA WITH WALT WITCHER (A NON-MEMBER) CLIMBED THE EAST RIDGE OF THE 
SAME MOUNTAIN; BUT HAD A MUCH ROUCi..HER TIME fHAN WE J.:>!D. THE NEXT DAY 
ALEXIS AND BEN TRIED ONE OF THE RIDGES OF MT, {HEVRON, WHILE GARY AND 
I HEADED UP THRONE MOUNTAIN. THE R£ST TOOK A LSISURELY HIKE UP ONTO 
ONE OF THE SCENIC VIEWPOINTS NEARBY~ GARY AND I ~INALLY FOUND REAL 
SOLID CLIMBING ROCK ON THE SOUTHWEST RIDGE Of OUR MOUNTAIN. THIS WAS 
THE FIRST AND ONLY GOOD ROCK CL I MB I NG THAT WE FOUND ON THE ENT I RE TR IP, 
ABOUT 1500 FEET OF CLASS 4 AND 5 CLIMBING, WHICH FINALLY CHANGED TO 
CLASS 6 NEAR THE TOP OF THE MOUNTAIN, PROVED VERY ENJOYABLE. THE 
CLIMBING GOT SO RUGGED THAT AT 4 P,M, WE TURNED BACK JUST TWO HUNDRED 
FEET FROM THE TOP, BECAUSE OF THE TIME ELEMENT. A SERIES OF RIGGED 
RAPELLS DOWN A VERY ROTTEN AND ICE-FILLED COULOUR BROUGHT US BACK 
DOWN TO CAMP TO FIND THAT ALL THE REST HAD PACKED AND LEFT. WI SOON 
FOLLOWED AND BEFORE MANY HOURS WE WERE ALL BACK IN THE COMFORTS OF 
JASPER CAMPGROUND. 

THE NEXT DAY WAS TO BE A DAY OF LEISURE; WITH SHOPPING, WANDERING, 
SIGHT-SEEING, ETC., AND IT W_AS VERY PLEASANT. SIX OF US EVEN TOOK 
IN A RODEO, WHICH WAS MORE AMUSING THAN EXCITING, ALTHOUGH THERE 
WERE SOME REAL SKILLFUL DEMONSTRATIONS BY f NDIAN RIDERS. 

CONTINUED IN THE NEXT ISSUE, 


